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WRIGHT STATE UNIVERSITY'S CAMPUS NEWSPAPER

CAMPUS EVENTS
Wednesday, Jan. 16
•

Adapted lntramur'als:
6:30-9 p.m. Student
Union Gym

- •

WSU Women's Basketball vs. Detroit: 7-9
p.m. Nutter Center

Thursday, Jan. 17
•

Music Education
Lecture: 12:30 p.m.
Recital Hall, CAC
Wright State V.E.T.S.:
4-5 p.m. Apollo Room,
Student Union
Adventure Speaker ·
Series- The Movement:
7-8 p.m. Apollo Room,
Student Union
Movie Night: 7-8 p.m.
Endeavor Room, Student Union

•

•

•

Friday, Jan. 18

•

NEWS
WSU Service Knitting
Circle: 12-1p.m.162
Millett Hall

OPED

Editor-in-Chief
Phone: 775-5534
Chelsea Hall

Saturday, Jan. 19
•

Day of Percussion: 8
a.m. Schuster Hall,
CAC

Monday, Jan. 21
•
•

Martin Luther King, Jr.
Day- Campus Closed
Freedom School: All
Day, Dayton Convention Center

News Editor
Chelsea Burns
Features Editor
Megan Constable
Sports Editor
Joe Kennard
Photography Editor
Lisa Morriss

Tuesday, Jan. 22
•

SG and UAB Blood
Drive: 11 a.m.- 3 p.m.
Student Union Atrium

Wednesday, Jan. 23
•

Soup or Bowl Hunger
Event: 12-3 p.m.
Apollo Room, Student
Union

PHOTO

Web Editor
Kaycee Ha Ilett

News Writers
Jessica Schirtzinger
Brandon Semler
Features Writer
Kristina Thomas
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Sports Writer
Charles Grove
Photographer
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Business Manager
~ared Holloway
Distribution Manager
Erin Hoffman
Advertising
Representatives
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The Guardian is printed weekly
during the regular school year.
It is published by students of
Wright State university in Dayton,
Ohio. Editorials without bylines
reflect the majority opinion of the
editorial board. Views expressed
in columns cartoons and
advertisements are those of the
writers, artists, and advertisers.
The Guardian reserves the right to
censor or reject advertising copy
in accordance with any present
or future advertising acceptance
rules established by The Guardian.
All contents COf1tained herein
are the express property of The
Guardian. Copyright privileges
revert to the writers, artists and
photographers of specific works
after publication. Copyright
2012 The Guardian, Wright State
University. All rights reserved.
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Would you tike to be featured in The Guardian's
Literary Special? Send short stories and poems to
guardian.featuresdept@gmail.com.
Stories should be no longer than 7 ,000 words; poems should be no
longer than two pages. There is a limit of one short story and three poems
per submission: Submissions must be recieved by noon on March 24.
Please include your name, 't'right.edu and title of your piece(s).

Student Governm .ent
accepting VP applfoatio ns
Student Government is currently accepting applications
for the position of Vice President of Student Government.
This position serves as a representative of the Wright State student body
and works closely with students, staff, administration, and the surrounding
community. As a leadership role, the Vice President must be comfortable
engaging an audience, talking to students one-on-one, presiding over the Senate,
and fulfilling his or her duties within the rganization and Wright State community.
Additionally, the Vice President is required to maintain a 2.25 GPA and
complete fifteen (15) office hours a week. This position receives a biweekly
stipend of $464.11, the equivalent of full tuition over the semester.
Interested students can either download the attached application, visit www.
wsusg.com, or pick an application up from the student government office. ·
Applications must be filled out and returned (with attached resume) no later than
5pm on Monday, January 21st, 2013. Interviews will be conducted on a firstcome, first-served basis and will be completed as soon as possible.
Inquiries can be directed to the Chief Justice, Tiffany Fridley, at Tiffany.Fridley@
wsusg.com.

Dayton CW Star Auditions
The 2013 Dayton's CW Star Auditions will be held from
:10AM-12PM at 5/3 Field on January 19th.
The applicatiQn , rules, and eligibility can be found at www.davtonscw.com
If anyone has questions or would like to know more about the position, they can contact
Brandy Zapata, the current Dayton CW Star, at brandy.zapata@daytonscw.com
There is a second audition date being planned but the location is still TBD.

Retraction: In last week's issue of The Guardian, we printed that Keith Mora was
employed by University Activities Board: However, he was employed by the University of
Alabama at Birmingham.
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NEWS

Stud ent Gov ernm ent pres iden t
spends winter break workin g at a homel ess shelter
Brandon Semler
News Writer
semler.4@wright.edu
Instead of enjoying a winter
break of rest and leisure, Wright
Government
Student
State
Gibbons
Joseph
President
spent his time volunteering at a
homeless shelter in Dayton.
he
that
said
Gibbons
volunteered because he has a
passion for community service,
and because he too has been in
that position.
"I was homeless," Gibbons
said. "I remember those Umes,
and I try to take that experience
and bring it to the home~ess

shelter."
At age 18, Gibbons was
homeless in Washington D.C
for two years before joining the
Navy, where he was honorably
discharged at age 23. After
coming to Dayton to help his
sister with her children after her
husband was deployed, Gibbons
began his academic career at
Wright State in the fall of 2010.
Gibbons is in the middle of his
first year as student government
president, and is a member
of Sigma Phi Epsilon. Gipbons
said that despite the setbacks
that student government has
had, he feels his presidency is
running smoothly.
"Surprisingly, it's going well,"

Gibbons said. "We've become
a cohesive group that can really
learn to trust each other to do
our jobs, and to hold each other
accountable."
In addition to his work at St.
Vincent DePaul, Gibbons said
that his involvement at Wright
State has given him the ability
to partake in more community
involvement.
"I'm very hooked up around
the community because of the
positions that I hold," Gibbons
said. "I've tried to create a culture
in most of the organizations I've
joined of giving back."
During his time volunteering
over winter break, Gibbons said
that he convinced some those

living at the shelter to apply to
Wright State.
"I got four people to apply
for Wright State University,"
Gibbons said. "To come and get
their education and buckle down
and try to improve their future."
Gibbons also said that anyone
could encounter a bad situation,
and that people should not try to
distance themselves from those
in need.
"We can all end up there, it's
very easy," Gibbons said. "It
takes one more downturn in the
economy, it takes one mistake,
it really doesn't take a whole
lot for anyone to end up in that
position."
Student Government President. Joseph Gibbons.
Photo by Brandon Semler

Stud ents give their opin ions on
Sode xo as the camp us food prov ider
Brandon Semler
News Writer
semler.4@wright.edu
Wright State will soon be
deciding between five food
providers (including current
provider Sodexo), which is the
best fit to serve campus.
Some Wright State students
feel that Sodexo has not
performed up to par with what
they feel a campus food provider
should.
"I would like to see better
food quality," said Wright State

Jessica
Assistant
Resident
Kelby. "I know they're trying to
do a big push to get Sodexo to
stay, but I feel like it's too late."
Resident Assistant Christina
Bassetti took a more blunt
approach to the matter.
"I think Sodexo had their time
here, and they didn't do much
with it," said Bassetti. "I think we
should try something else out."
Bassetti also said that she felt
there are not enough options for
vegetarians, and that the price
of the food did not match the
quality.

"You're paying about the same
amount you would pay at Texas
Roadhouse for a meal, and it
tastes like hospital food," said
Bassetti.
Freshmar:i Randall Jaruseiwic
said that he understood that
Wright State was a state
school, so the food would not
be perfection. He also said
that the number of options had
increased since fall semester.
"I don't expect much to
be completely honest," said
Wright State Freshman Randall
Jaruseiwic. "It's better this

semester, there seems to be
more options and better food."
Williams
Alex
Freshman
thought that Sodexo was doing
a fine job as Wright State's food
provider, though the hours could
be more convinient.
"I think the food quality's
pretty good," said Wright State
Freshman Alex Williams "I think
they're doing a good job overall,
I just wish they were open later."
Both Williams and Bosseti
thought that the hours of the
Student Union (8 a.m. to 7 p.m.)
were too short, and did not suit

many of the students in evening
classes.
Sophomore Christian Smith
thought that Sodexo provided a
variety of options, and that he
would keep things the way they
are if he were making the choice.
"There's a lot of different
options," said Smith. "You have
your fast food, but you also have
food that is better for you."
The final decision on the next
food provider for Wright State
will be announced in March or
April.

Campu s police promo te person al protec tion trainin g
Brandon Semler
News Writer
semler.4@wright.edu
In the past 30 years, 62 mass
murders have occurred in the
United States alone, according
to Mother Jones Magazines.
What if one took place at Wright
State?
In order to prepare for a
campus,
violent event on
Wright State Police Sargent and
Crime Prevention Coordinator
Patrick Ammon urges students
personal
to participate in
protection training, to report
suspicious activity, and to be
aware of their surroundings.

Wright State offers two
training programs that educate
participants on how to protect
themselves if there is an active
shooter on campus.
is
used
program
One
called A.L.l.C.E by Response
Options. This program involves
presentation,
PowerPoint
a
a movie called "Zero Day"
(modeled after the Columbine
footage), and a role-play situation
and a session for questions and
answers.
"It's probably one of the
biggest ones in the country right
now," said Wright State Police
Chief Patrick Ammon_. "It's got
some role play scenarios in
it, and it shows them that the

E facebook.com/theguardianonline

concepts really work."
The other program
the
is

"Shots Fired on
Campus Training Video," which
is a 30-minute video training
program provided by the Center
for Personal Protection and
the Safe Travel Institute. It is
available on Wright State's
website, along with other
documents
downloadable
that inform on different ways
that violent situations can be
@wsuguardian

handled.
"'Shots Fired' is
getting used by a
lot of places," said
Ammon. "The video
is a little bit more
down,
but it still
the
gets
concepts
out there."
Ammon
said that the
in
concepts
role-playing
and
videos
the
demonstrate that people do not
necessarily need to be armed
for defense.
"We don't have to have
everybody armed," said Ammon.
www.theguardianonline.c om

"That's usually the direction
many want to go in, that
everybody should be carrying
guns."
Wright State police officers
are trained throughout the year
on active shooter response, and
how to handle violent situations
on campus, but most violent
situations are over by the time
that · police arrive, according to
Ammon. He said that students
should always be aware of their
surroundings, and that they
should not hesitate to report a
person or action that they find
suspicious.
looks
something
"If
suspicious, report it to the
police," said Ammon. "Don't
January 16, 2013
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OPINION EDITORIAL
-Django
Unchained
Movie
Revie"7

The Best (An
Most Original)
Movies of 2012

·games to become a hero. This
movie contains numerous
cameos by well-known, licensed
video game characters, which
is actually a minor part of the
movie. Really, I guess all I need
Quentin Tarantino delivered
When I decided to compose
to say is that this movie is onone of the year's most violent,
a list o~ my favorite movies of
par with Pixar's best.
2012, I started to realize that a
powerful, disturbing, and action2. Cloud Atlas
packed films of the year with
majority of them were not your
Cloud Atlas tells six unique
"Django Unchained". The "shoot typical crowd-inducing, boxstories all at the same time.
em' up" action film is uniquely
office blockbusters. Don't get
Each story takes place during
placed in the midst of American
me wrong, I loved The Avengers.
a different time period (ranging
slavery, starring Jamie Foxx as
But despite being such a great
from the 1800s to the distant
the freed slave, Django.
flick, it didn't make my list,
future) and brings its own style
The film takes place in 1858,
because it used the same tired
to the table. The movie skips
formula ..
and begins with an African
around between the six stories
Each of my top five movies
American slave named Django
at random and keeps you at
being purchased and freed
brought something fresh to the
the edge of your seat. Tom
by Dr. King Schultz (Christoph
table. 2012 brought us many
Hanks and Halle Berry play
great summer blockbusters,
Waltz). Schultz instructs Django
characters in every timeline.
how to shoot and kill, and the
such as The Avengers and Men
The characters range from
in Black Ill. But hiding behind
two embark on a journey to
the obvious, to the ''holy crap,
rescue Django's wife from the
all of these films were a lot of
Halle Berry played that Asian
merciless plantation owner
incredible, and original, movies.
dude?" Whether the different
5. Seeking a Friend for the
Calvin Candie (Leonardo
plots interest your or not, the
DiCaprio).
End of the World
movie still manages to be an
If the world was ending in the
The film manages to
extremely entertaining Where's
three weeks, how would you
entertain with fantastically
Waldo? of sorts.
spend your time? Would you
sharp gunfights and silly
1. Seven Psychopaths
amounts of blood (no suprise
get drunk and party? Would
Collin Farrell plays a writer
Woul<;t
adventure?
an
from Tarentino). The film
on
go
you
who is struggling to with his
also displays a darker side,
you stay home with your loved
screenplay, Seven Psychopaths.
presenting the brutality and
ones? Steve Carrell and Keira
He ends up finding all of the
horror of slavery and racism.
Knightly form an unlikely duo
inspiration that he needs when
The film has proved quite
as they spend their last days on
he and his friends (played by
controversial, but Tarentino
Earth together, despite having
Rockwell and Christopher
Sam
managed to twist his unique
just met. I love this movie
Walken) are pursued by a real
because it shows the power of
style of violent satire with a dark
psychopath (Woody Harrelson)
people. It shows that, even in
and painful subject, creating a
because they kidnapped his
product that is both visually and
o r darkest time, two strangers
shih tzu. It's as dementedly
fundamentally impressive.
can come together and make
awesome as it sounds.
The entire cast delivered
the best of the worst.
Rockwell and Walken should
4. Bernie
praiseworthy performances.
be enough reason to see this
Jamie Fox was fantastic as
Bernie tells the real-life
film. I was extremely impressed
Django, and Christoph Waltz
story of kind, gentle mortician
by how unpredictable the
was phenominal as Schultz.
Bernie Tiede (Jack Black), who
film was. The promotions
ultimately murders the little-old
However, the two performances
for the movie were extremely
lady who everyone in the town
that shook the film were that
misleading, which sounds bad,
of Leonardo DiCaprio (Calvin
distates. The movie alternates
but the deception set up the
the
of
reenactment
a
Jackson
between
Candie) and Samuel
unpredictability.
- (Stephan)
story and interviews with the
real local citizens. The most
DiCaprio displayed pure and
fascinating aspect of the- film
uncontained evil as Candie,
delivering a moving and
occurs when the townspeople
disturbing performance that
still hold Tiede in high regard,
is among the darkest of his
despite the gruesome crime
he committed. The movie
career. Samuel Jackson was
incredible as Stephan, Candie's
(as well as research into the
most trusted slave. The
real Bernie) will keep you
engrossed by what is possibly
character of Stephan reveals an
angle not commonly pursued by
one of the most baffling murder
convictions of all time.
filmakers, one that is both tragic
and evil.
3. Wreck-It-Ralph
"Django Unchained" is
Having grown tired of always
playing the villain, Ralph
currently showing in most major
movie theaters.
decides to travel to other

Brandon Semler
semler.4@wright.edu
Staff Writer
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Joel Gibbs
Contibuting Writer
gibbs.52@wright.edu
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Who's
Controlling
Who?
A student's view on
gun regulation
Max Livada
livada.3@wright.edu
Contributing Writer
Psychotic people exist in every
society. These are the kind
of people with eyes devoid of
emotion, hatred in their hearts,
and the will to do unspeakable
things without remorse. Some
don't know right from wrong,
ethics, morals or values. Some
just don't care. Some just want
to watch others suffer.
These are the kind of people
that will find any means, any
way necessary to unleash their
inner turmoil unto the world.
Baseball bat? Check. Knife?
Check. Rope? Drugs? Shovels?
Hammers? Check. Guns? Check.
That last one is a gamechanger. Never before in human
history has a weapon provided
an individual with such raw
killing power, and America has
done a particularly good job at
displaying this.
Recently, Americans have
tragedies
several
endured
involving mass murders and
guns. The overwhelming outcry
from the general public has
been to remove guns from the
situation altogether.
simply
is
notion
That
ridiculous.
On the same day as the
Sandy Hook shooting, a man
in China went around a school
and slashed 22 children with a
large knife. Luckily, none of the

kids were fatally wounded. Still,
doesn't that raise an important
question? Why was no one
talking about this story too?
Here's the bottom line folks:
if someone wants to go out and
kill people, like that man from
China, they will find a means
to do it at any cost. Is banning
guns really going to stop these
people from doing what they
please? Initially maybe, but
in the end, no. Guns are and
will still be readily available for
illegal purchase, instead now
the general public won't be able
to defend themselves. How does
that sound?
And what ~bout the 99% of
the other people that own guns
in this country that are lawabiding citizens? What about
the ones that want to protect
their family? What about their
rights to defend themselves?
When you think about it, who's
really controlling who? The guns
or the people?
The answer has, is, and
always will be the people. Guns
are merely tools used by men
and women for whatever reason
they see fit. They pull the trigger.
They make the decision to end
someone's life. They destroy
families. In the end, if they can't
get a gun illegally, they'll find
something else. Evil knows no
bounds or limits. I don't know
what the answer is, but I do
know that playing along with this
knee-jerk reaction to entirely
ban guns is not th; answer.

(j facebook.com/theguardianonline
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Wright State University student Petey Mosabarger on campus.
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Wrig ht State stud ent
sing ing his -way to
"Ame rica's Got Talen t"
Kristina Thomas
Features Writer
thomas.455@wri ght.edu
Musician and WSU junior
Petey Mosabarger will audition
for "America's Got Talent" on
Jan. 20 in Columbus. Although
the show is having an open
casting call, producers "
personally called Mosabarger
to audition.
"I'm very excited about this
experience and opportunity,"
Mosabarger said. "I sent
a video from my YouTube
Channel bf me singing and
playing my guitar. I performed
live at W.OW.'s and had no
idea someone was recording
me."
According to Mosabarger
he's been interested and
Mosbarger, at home (top left), W.0. Wrights (top right) and on campus
10 years
(bottom), is mentally preparing for his AGT audition. singing since he was

old. He performed for the first
time in his third grade talent
show and since then, he's
really enjoyed it. Currently
he is majoring in Mass
Communications. In the next
couple of years Mosabarger
wants to record music but also
plans to stay in school.
"I have a lot of friends
that are in bands and so I
saw how hard it is starting in
this business on your own,"
Mossbarger said. "That's why I
am going to school. I wanted
a back-up plan. There are
a lot of bands that America
never gets to see. 'America's
Got Talent' is a way for me
to broadcast my talent to
everyone."
This is the first time the
show is coming to Ohio.
"America's Got Talent" will
have three additional open
casting calls in New York,

Chicago and New Orleans.
To audition contestants
must fill out paperwork
and either show up at the
casting call or submit a video.
Once contestants audition,
producers will decide if they
should be sent to the next
round. From that point,
contestants will be able to
debut their talent in front of a
panel of celebrity judges and
a live audience, the show is
taped and later viewed on TV.
"I'm not sure how I'd fit this
all into my school schedule,"
Mosabarger said. "But I
plan to take it one step at a
time. I think it's important
for students who also have a
talent 'to believe in themselves,
keep themselves grounded
and stay on their toes,
because you never know when
you'll have an opportunity like
this one."

Photos by Beth Phillips Volunteer Photographer

facebook.com/theguardi anonllne
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Rem em b e r ·i n g the dream
·celebrat ing the life of
Kristina Thomas
Features Writer
thomas.455@wright.edu
The Bolinga Center
encourages students to join
in celebrating Martin Luther
King Jr. Day with a unity march
across campus.
The Bolinga Center is working
with student organizations
to make this event possible.
This is the second annual
march that will give students
the opportunity to learn about
MLK's legacy and bridge a gap
of disconnection between WSU
students.
"We should continue to
celebrate MLK day because it is
our best and last hope," senior
and Student Event Coordinator
for the Bolinga Center Amaha
Sellassie said. "If we choose
to live life violently, peace
will never happen. As King
explained we must eliminate
hate and separate an evil act
from a persan. We must love
unconditionally, forgive and
get rid of any fear. It starts with
human dignity, treating others
with justice and acknowledging
their worth."
Martin Luther King Jr. was
a Baptist minister and social
activist who fought for equality.
He was the driving force
behind life changing events
for minorities such as the

Montgomery Bus
Boycott, March on
Washington, Civil
Rights Act of 1964
and the Voting
Rights Act of 1965.
He was a
gifted student
who attended
college at the
age of 15. Upon
graduating from
graduate school
and marrying
Coretta Scott
King he became
the president
and founded the
Southern Christian
Leadership
Conference (SCLC),
a group committed
to achieving full
equality for African
Americans through
nonviolence.
He traveled
across the country
and around the
world giving
lectures on
nonviolent protest
and civil rights as
well as meeting
with religious
figures, activities and political
leaders, including Gandhi.
He also authored several
books and articles. The SCLC
philosophy of nonviolence
was put to the test in 1963, in

Marti~

Luther King Jr.

According to Sellassie, the
He was
Bolinga Center will be having a
arrested for his
sign-creating party starting at 5
involvement on
p.m., to create signs that will be
April 12 and
used for the Unity March.
penned the civil
The Unity March will be held
rights manifesto
Jan. 22 and start at 12 p.m.
known as the
The march will begin at different
"Letter from
locations around campus,
Birmingham
representing different principles
Jail." Later
of what King embodied and
that year, King
fought for.
worked with
The Woods Campus Housing
different groups
will be for the principle of nonto organize
violence, Dunbar Library will
the march on
be World House (which is the
Washington
last chapter of the last book
for jobs and
King wrote that talks about
freedom. This
how different people can live
event had
together peacefully), Russ
about 300,000
Engineering Center will be
attendants,
social justice and Forest Lane
and is where
will be economic justice.
King addressed
At all of these locations
the famous
students will get to hear
speech "I have a
speeches from King on the
dream."
various principles. Students
In 1968, King
will then march to the Red
was fatally shot
Sculpture outside of University
while standing
Hall and learn another principle,
on the balcony
unconditional love.
of a motel in
The march will eonclude with
Memphis. James
a 'Rally in the Apollo Room.
Earl Ray, an
photo illustration provided by Michelle Kwajafa www.sxc.hu
Students will hear from alumni,
escaped convict
which activists used a boycott,
staff and students on campus.
and known
sit-ins and marches to protest
racist, pleaded guilty to the
segregation, unfair hiring
murder and was sentenced to
Read more about
practices and other injustices
99 years in prison. Years later,
MLK Day and the
in Birmingham Alabama, at the
a bill was signed by Ronald
March at The
Unity
time one of the country's most
Reagan to honor King by
Online.
Guardian
racially divided cities.
creating a U.S. federal holiday.

Cervi cal h·ealt h Club holds
aware ness month corn hole
Kristina Thomas
Features Writer
thomas.455@wright.edu
According to the National
Cervical Cancer Coalition
(NCCC) about 12,000 women
in the U.S. get cervical cancer
each year. It's rare for young
women to be diagnosed, but it
is possible.
The NCCC provides
information, support and
advocacy around HPV and
cervical cancer. They offer
media campaigns and
resources online for cervical
cancer awareness month. The
Women's Center on campus will

8
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also offer free information for
students.
"There often aren't
any warning signs until
it [cervical cancer]
becomes more
advanced," Fred
Wyand, Director of
Communications
for NCCC, said.
"Some
women
might
see
like
things
abnormal bleeding but
even with that it can
be confused with what
you might experience with
other conditions."
www.theguardianonline.com

Cervical cancer is
cancer in the cervix,
the lower narrow end
of the uterus. The
cervix connects the
vagina to the upper
part of the uterus.
All women are at risk
for cervical cancer but
it most often occurs in
women over 30. The human
papillomavirus virus (HPV) is
the main cause of the cancer.
HPV is a sexually transmitted
disease.

. Learn more about
cervical cancer at The
Guardian Onli'ne.
@wsuguardian

_champio~sh.ip
Bryan Roper
Contributing Writer
roper.7@wright.edu
On Saturday, Feb. 2, the
Finance, Marketing and
Economics Club will joint host
the First Annual WSU Cornhole
Championship in the Student
Union Apollo Room. The winners
will receive a set of iPad 3s.
The tournament kicks off at 11
a.m. and lasts until a pair of
champions are declared.
Students and the general
public can sign up in Rike 296
facebook.com/theguardianonline

or Student Union 092B. Spaces
are limited to only 100 teams,
so it is encouraged to sign up
early. Those who sign up by
4 p.m. on Jan. 30 will pay a
reduced price of $20 per team,
$5 off the regular price, and
receive a free slice of New York
Pizza Oven pizza.
President Hopkins, the
Raider Basketball Team and
Dean Li will likely appear with
other "Campus Celebrities"
at the event. There will be
music, food and raffles at the ·
event. Find out more at www.
facebook.com/#!/groups/
.•
WSUCornholeChampionship.
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Donlon leads a tight-knit squad this season.

photo by Lisa Morriss Photography Editor

Raiders take Horizon Le3.gue by storni
Joe Kennard
Sports Editor
ken nard.S@wright.edu
Every game is an opportunity
to silence the critics. As the
wins mount for the 201213 Raiders, those critics are
becoming_ believers.
Picked to finish near the
bottom or last in the Horizon
League preseason polls, Wright
State (13-4, 4-0) instead sits
first in the conference as March
Madness looms. For a roster
that faced so much turnover in
the off-season, it's a credit to
head coach Billy Donlon and his
staff for maximizing the team's
talent.
When guard Julius Mayslast year's leading scorer (14.1
ppg) and the 2011-12 Horizon
League Newcomer of the
Year- left to finish his career
for John Calipari at Kentucky,
WSU's prospects of winning the
conference seemed to dwindle.
Mays was often the first, second
and third scoring option on a
team which struggled to put
points on the board. Without
his presence, it appeared the
Raider offense would take
another step back.
"He's not irreplaceable,"
Donlon said at the time.
"Nobody's irreplaceable. He was
a good player on a team that
[didn't have a good season]. I
think a lot of attention is from
the fact that he's going to
Kentucky more than anything
else. I wish Julius well; he's
graduated from Wright State.
Wright State has done right
by him, and our program will
continue to move forward."
The team lost only one player

to graduation- forward Johann
Mpondo (4.1 ppg, 3.3 rpg)but soon other players joined
him on the way out. During
the summer, a slew of players
transferred, including forward
Armond Battle (6.8 ppg, 3.5
rpg) and guards Vance Hall (4.5
ppg) and John Balwigaire (4.3
ppg). Each player averaged over
18 minutes per game and were
crucial parts of the rotation.
Director Ch,ristopher Nolan
didn't write the Riddler tnto
his Batman film "The Dark
Knight Rises," but he could
have cast the role with a WSU
team surrounded by so many
question marks.
Only six main players from
Donlon's 2011-12 squad
returned. Forwards Cole Darling
and A.J. Pacher, along with
guard Matt Vest, came back
and have become the elder
statesmen on the team in their
junior seasons.
Darling is the team's seco·nd
leading scorer (10.7 ppg) and
leads the team in rebounding
(5 rpg). After battling shoulder
injuries last season, Darling
is healthy and an improving
presence in the low post.
With a 29 point game against
Morehead State on Dec. 1
and a 25 point performance
against Hofstra two weeks later,
the 6'8" forward from Holt, Ml
has provided efficiency and
intensity, and is WSU's best big
man.
While Darling's frontcourt
mate Pacher (3.4 ppg, 2.4 rpg)
has seen his production and
minutes drop, Vest has become
a·key player in Donlon's rotation
in his third season. While Vest's
numbers- 6.3 ppg, 3.8 rpg and

E facebook.com/theguardianonline

2.6 apg- won't blow any one
away, the Dayton native is third
on the team in minutes per
game (26.4) and provides the
hustle and heart WSU needs.
But a trio of sophomores
have also been instrumental in
helping the Raider:s jump out to
their hot start.
In the backcourt, guards
Reggie Arceneaux and
Kendall Griffin have seen their
production soar. Arceneaux,
the lightning-quick 5'9" guard

production from the new
guys that has allowed WSU to
become a lethal force in the
Horizon League.
When the team began
training for the season, Donlon
had to acclimate five freshmen
and two JUCO transfers into
the program. Prognosticators
and fans weren't sure what
the Raiders had in these new
players, but it soon became
evident that WSU had found a
new core to reptace all those

''Wright State... and our program will
continue to move forward. ''
from North Carolina, has used
his blazing speed to race past
defenses and leads the team
in scoring (10.8 ppg). In a
comeback win against Loyola
on Jan. 11, Arceneaux scored a
career high 29 points.
Griffin (5.8 ppg) may not put
points up like Arceneaux, but he
keeps them off the board with
his stingy defense. It's a recipe
that makes it tough for Donlon
to take Griffin {27.1 mpg) off the
court.
The third member of the
sopho_more squad- forward
Tavares Sledge- has taken
minutes away from Pacher with
his improved play (4.9 ppg,
4.8 rpg) in the post. Though he
served a two-game suspension
early in the season, Sledge has
toed the line since and become
an integral member of Donlon's
rotation.
While those six players
returned and saw their roles
transform, it's been the
@wsuguardian

departing players.
The two JUCO transfersguard Miles Dixon and forward
Jerran Young- have infused life
into a listless offense. Dixon
is third on the team in scoring
with 9.2 ppg, while Young is
fourth with 6.8 ppg. Both are
key contributors off the bench
for Donlon.
From the incoming freshman
class, the-Raiders have found
two main players- forward JT
Yoho and guard Joe Bramanti.
Yoho (6.4 ppg) tore through ·
the gates at the beginning of
the season with a number of
double-digit scoring games.
He's seen his production and
minutes decline since then, but
Donlon still relies on Yoho every
night.
Bramanti (0.9 ppg) won't wow
anyone with his statistics, but
games aren't won on paperthey're won in the trenches. For
10 minutes a night, Bramanti
gives Arceneaux a breather and
www.theguardianonline.com

does the dirty work to help WSU
win. His grittiness on defense ·
is a key attribute for an efficient
second unit.
These players helped WSU
race to a 3-0 start and earn
wins over NCAA Tournament
regulars like Morehead State,
Hofstra and Miami (OH). But it
was a loss that may have kick
started the Raider's recent
string of success.
On Dec. 22, WSU traveled to
Cincinnati to play the Bearcats.
A top 25 program loaded with
scorers like Sean Kilpatrick,
Cashmere Wright and JaQuon
Parker, it seemed like UC would
have their way with WSU for the
second straight year. Instead,
the Raiders put the Bearcats on
upset alert with ferocious first
half play en route to a 28-22
halftime lead. WSU played well
in the second half, but UC came
all the way back and pulled out
a 68-58 win. Still, Donlon and
the Raiders earned confidence
for hanging with the talented
Bearcats for 40 minutes.
Since that game, WSU has
·reeled off five straight wins,
including Friday's comeback 62, 61 win at Loyola (IL). A dozen
games are left on the schedule
before the Horizon League
tournament starts, and there
. are sure to be more intense
nights like Friday in the race for
the conference crown.
With a balanced roster of
v~eransandnewcomeffi,WSU

has transported itself from the
preseason cellar to the top of
the league. Only time will tell if
the Raiders can keep up their
torrid start, but with Donlon's
boys reaching new heights every
day, anything is possible.
January 16, 2013
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Arcene auxlea dsWSU
to com.ebac ·k win on road
Charles Grove
Sports Writer
grove. 9@wright.edu

Fans at the Gentile Center
in Chicago paid to see Wright
State take on Loyola but instead
saw the Reggie Arceneaux
show.
Arceneaux scored a careerhigh 29 points, leading the
Raiders to a comeback win
on the road over Loyola 62-61
The victory improved WSU's
record to 13-4 overall and a
perfect 4-0 in Horizon League
play. WSU now sits alone in
first place in the conference
standings.
"It was an incredible win,"
WSU junior forward AJ Pacher
said. "Everyone did something
positive for the team to win. We
_just took it one possession at a
time and we just had a whole
team that believed.''
Arceneaux was lights out
in the second half, shooting
4-5 from beyond the arc after
halftime and 9-14 from the floor
overall for the game. Pacher
called Arceneaux a "special
player."
"I was proud of every single
person on the team, but I was
happy for Reggie," Pacher said.
"I tell Reggie before every game
that he is the best point guard
in the league-now go out and
prove it."
Sophomore forward Tavares
Sledge called Arceneaux's
performance "great."
"It was everything he
(Arceneaux) is capable of doing,
and he actually led our team to
a victory," Sledge said.
Also with a strong
performance for WSU was Cole
Darling. The junior posted a
double-double with 12 points
and 11 rebounds. Darling
scored all 12 of his points
in the second half and had
three blocks-one as time was
running out- to seal the victory
for the Raiders.
"Coach [Donlon] just told
Cole that he has to drive the
ball more, and that shots were
going to fall," Pacher said. "Cole
had a tremendous block at the
end of the game that saved a
bucket. He was the Cole I know
and love the second half."
WSU was behind much of the
game and trailed the Ramblers
by 10 at halftime. Pacher said
the team found motivation by

challenging each other in the
locker room, which helped
propel the team to victory.
"We kind of got after each
other in the locker room and
said we need to do better,"
Pacher said. "We were missing
shots that we normally hit and
giving them shots we normally
don't give up.''
After allowing Loyola to shoot
4-7 from three-point land in the
first half, the Raiders were able
to cool off their opponent, and
the Ramblers went 2-9 from
beyond the arc in the final 20
minutes.
Loyola was able to extend
their lead in the second half
to 11 points, but Arceneaux
cut the lead to a single point,
courtesy of one of his six threepointers. The Ramblers would
not roll over, though, extending
the lead back to seven befor.e
the Raiders were able to chip
away.
It wasn't until Arceneaux hit
another three with 1:35 left
that the Raiders took the lead

again, and after two defensive
stands and many desperate
attempts by the Ramblers to
score a last-second home win,
WSU managed to escape with
the important road victory.
This victory was the beginning
of a four game conference
road trip for the Raiders, their
longest road trip this season.
Pacher believes a key to
having a successful road trip is
maintaining focus and avoiding
complacency with WSU leading
the conference standings.
"That wa$ a huge win for
us," Pacher said. "We still have
things we got to get better at as
a whole. Most importantly. we
have to stay hungry because
every league team we play
picked us to finish last."
Next up for Wright State
will be a league contest at
preseason conference favorite
Valparaiso on Jan. 19. The
Crusaders currently sit at 2-1 in
the conference and still have to
play at Detroit on Jan. 17 before
taking on WSU.

Arceneaux during the December 30th game against Mount St Joseph.
Photo by Lisa Morriss Photography Editor
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Women's basketbal l
split weekend g~es
in Wisconsin
Charles Grove
Sports Writer
grove.9@wright.edu

It was a Jekyll and Hyde
type of road trip for the Wright
State women last weekend in
Wisconsin.
The Raiders were able to
cruise past the Milwaukee
Panthers 71-61 last Thursday,
courtesy of 35 points from
Kim Demmings, but defending
league champion Green Bay
crushed WSU on Saturday, 7144.
After the weekend
performanc~s. WSU moved to
7-8 overall and 1-1 in Horizon
League competition before
playing host to Detroit on
Wednesday, Jan. 16.
Defense was the name of
the game in Milwaukee as
the Raiders held the Panthers
under 38 percent from the field
and converted 11 turnovers into
22 points. Milwaukee shotjust
6-24 from beyond the arc for
the game, including 1-11 in the
second half. WSU head coach
Mike Bradbury praised his
team's defense in the victory.
"We made a conscious effort
to get out there on defense
and that made a differem:e,"
Bradbury said. "We got ahead
of them and led by about 15
points in the second half, and
that kind of forced them to
shoot threes."
Brad_bury said those
threes shot in desperation by
Milwaukee gave the Raiders
easy opportunities to rebound.
WSU cleaned up on the glass,
outrebounding the Panthers
41-38.
"Anytime the opponent shoots
poorly, that gives you a chance
to outrebound them," Bradbury
said.
That lead WSU jumped
out to was thanks in part to
sophomore Kirn Demmings,
who torched UWM for 35 points
on 13-20 shooting from the
floor (5-10 from three-point
www.theguardianonline.com

range) and pulled down eight
rebounds.
"She (Kim) had a good day,"
Bradbury said. "She shot it well
and she shot it well from the
perimeter. And that opened up
to drive the ball as well."
Two days later in Green Bay,
WSU was beaten up on the
scoreboard by Phoenix, who
have appeared in the NCAA
Tournament in four straight
seasons and nine of the last
11 years. Bradbury said he was
pleased with his team's effort.
"It's one of the better games
we've played all year," Bradbury
said. "I was pleased with our
effort and the way we played.
We would definitely have to be
at full strength to compete with
them."
The tables were turned on
WSU from their previous game
in Milwaukee. The Raiders
found themselves needing to
shoot threes to avoid being
run out of the arena. Bradbury
said Green Bay's pressure
allowed the Phoenix to rebound
effectively, giving the league
favorites more chances.
"They do a good job at
rebounding," Bradbury said.
"They constantly clog the lane
and pressure the ball. The
shots we were forced to take
were perimeter shots and it's
hard to rebound when we're all
standing around the perimeter."
Looking ahead, WSU will
host Detroit in their first home
conference matchup on Jan.
16. Bradbury says the key to the
game will be containing forward
Shareta Brown, the second
leading scorer in the nation
(23.9 ppg).
"We're going to have to limit
her touches as best we can,"
Bradbury said. "We'll have a
chance to win if we can rebound
the ball."
Tipoff against Detroit is at
7 p.m. Students can receive a
free ticket to the game wlth a
valid Wright1 card. The game
can be seen online at www.
horizonleague.org.
January 16, 2013
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